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HUGO GROTTHUS, 
7-8 
Conlolatory Epiſtls 
+0 the 


French Emballador 
| DU MAURIER, 


Upon the Death of his 
Lady, 


Met Tiluftrious Lord, 
| [ Am thus lar indebted to 
* my Priſon, that the Evits 

of eter men come later 
_ * tomy knowledge z even your 
A 3 woun:, 
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wound, 


FTugo Grotias, 
which otherwiſe I 


thould have known among the 
iirit, by reaſon of that friend- 
ip "wherewith you have ho- 
noured me, | now underſtand 
ul of all, like unto thoſe 

:ings that come to paſs in 
the Temoteſt parts of Europe. 
This will excuſe the ſlowneſs 


of my 


duty, which yet be- 


iice neceſiicy hath reaſon e- 
'o0h todetend it 5 for thoſe 
contolations are wont to be 
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form 
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acceptable, winch are 
app lied, when the firſt | 
ot forrow 1 paſt, and 


at pleaſure (if I may fo 
eaſt) of grieving is abated; 
when the mind now wearied 
with its diſeaſe, begins to be 
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Flis Conſolatory Epiſtles. 3 
and to ſuffer the touch of ſome 
helping hand : I know how 
you were aftected with 
my calamity, and thence you 
may underſtand, I am not un- 
ſenfivle of your ſorrow. Let 
us, if it pleaſe you, mingle t0- 
gether the cauſes of our grief, 
that wemay together ſeek for 
comforts, and when we have 
found them,make uſe of them 
together.Neither am Tignorant, 
bow little,Ithatam fo deſtitute 
of allaids both ro my mind and 
body am able to bring unto this 
purpoſe, which is net already 
better and more efjeCually al- 
ledged and expreſſed by the 
proteſlors of wildom, or elo- 
quence, or piety, who have 
heretolore ſect up their Stan- 
A 4 dard: 


4 Hugo Grotins, 


dard againit- immoderate 
mourning , but L am taught 
by my own experience, that 
that can never be too wuch re- 
peated, which 1s never e. 
novgh remembred. We muſt 
torce and call back into uſe 
the arms, which by length of 
time are growa ruſty 5; bee 
tides, the advices which are 
given in general words, as 
ſpoken unto all, ars wont to 
paſs by with leſs obſervation : 
Eue waen they are applied to 
one particular caſe, havirg 
no other mark to hit , they 
pierce and havea more ſtrong 
effet. Ar our firit entrance 
upon this work, we muſt feri- 
ouſly conlider, whether the 
oriet of the heart be in the 

number 
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number of thoſe things over 
which our i2bour and indutlry 
hath any power. For if ne- 
celjarily and naturally we do 
- grieve {0 — the great- 

12.ſs of th? occaſion, and the 
 — own of every 
ones mind requireth, 1t is ea- 
fily underito29 all pains to the 
contrary 15 taken 1in vain, Nor 
doubt [ but rude minds fſur- 
prized with ſo:ne iuch perſwa- 
ttoa, do ſometimes give up 
tiem(tlves to the poil:ſioa of 
grief, as .of a gdiicaie jncura- 
ble : they fe?l fad thoughes 
come into th mind uatcat 
for, whence foiiows that pref- 
ſure of the heart comratting 
it ſeit, which we call Meror, 
and fo without more ado, they 
AS throw 


6 Fluzo Grotins, 
row down their arms un 
deipair of victory: but we, 
(who beftdes our inward ex- 
pzrience which only rightly 
obſerved might ſuflice)have the 
helps of excellent arts, and 
the uſe of learned and wiſe 
mens labours before us, cannot 
be ignorant of the truth in this 
point,ifwe pleaſe but to rowſe 
our ſelves up, and draw forth 
wiat we have hid within us, 
The truth is this, thoſe firſt 
appearances and the ſuddain 
motions ariſing thence, which 
the wiſe compare with 
the twinklings of the eyes, 
are without our power but 
to admit of thole appearances, 
and Jet thein without judg- 
-ment and Gifcretion into the 
cloſet 
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cloſet of the heart; or elſe to 
paſs a (trick examination upon 
them, and weigh them in the 
ſcale of reaſon : allo to Iooſe 
the reigns, to the affetti- 
ons , or to reſtrain them 3 
this for the moſt part is 
within our power : that Sor- 
row may be overcome, - Na- 
ture it {elf teacheth us3 for, if 
by no other means, 1t 15 at Jaſt 
conſumed by time. Art imi» 
tates Nature; the Phyſician 
obſerving any diſcale rmitiga- 
ted by vatural ſweat, endea- 
yours to eaſe his Patient fick 
of the like difeale by Medi 
cines that procure {weating. 
The new Philoſophers, the 
Chymiſts, worthy of more. 
priaſe and favour, if they aid- 


NOTL. 


8 Hlugo.Grotius. 


not corrupt the glory of their 
excellent inventions by vain 
glorious promiſes, teach, that 
the nature of metals 1s ambu= 
latory, and by long continu- 
ance of time one 1s changed 
into another : and herein con- 
ſiſts their induſtry, to pro- 
mote the indeavours of nature, 
and haſten that efte& which 
willatlength be produced:fuch 
is the office of right reaſon in 
overcoming ſorrow. Sorrow 
hath this good 1n it, above 0- 
ther evils it bears not age. O- 
ther diſeaſes of the mind are 
nouriſhed, this is waſted by 
time : 1t cannot maintain it 
ſelf, and without any force op» 
poſed falls of it ſelf, What na- 


ture promiſeth ata Jonger day, 
reaſon 
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reaſon preſents and pays 2 


io hand. Let us therefore, as 


itis the property of art, follow 
the ſteps of nature, when by 
little and little the grief of 
mind departeth,there js for the 


moſt part no change in the 


tlurg it (ell yeagthe incommos 
dity that was, often- becomes 
greater, as when he that hath 
loſt a Friend or Wife declines 
to old age, wherein he hath 
moſt need of helps. Whence 


then ariſes that calm in a 


mind fo much troubled before ? 
truly hence, the appearance of 
the thing that cauſeth ſorrow, 


| is more ſeldom in the'eye of 


the mind; it {lides by, ſticks 


not, it touches, doth not- 


nn or piercethe mind 3 and 
at 


I0 Fuzo Grotius, 


at laſt it doth not fo much as 
touch it, Conſider now, whe- 
ther every one be not able 
ſpeedily to cure himfelt, and 
haiten his own injoyment of | 
fo great a good; moſt of us 
not only ſuffer, but create our 
forrow, whilſt we yield our 
felves to ſudden cogitations 
in mourning eſpecially where 
the vexation flatters us under 
a ſhew of pietyz thoſe fad 
thoughts we cheriſh carefully, 
and to our own hurt patronizez 
doing like them that ſeek for 
Looking-glaſſes, which repre- 
ſent Bodies greater than they 
are. Surely, the will of man 


that hath ſuch force to hurt | 


himſelf, might do ſomwhar, if | 
it piealed tor his own caſe. / 


Sorrow * 


F 
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Sorrow is an enemy to us, we 

cagnot deny 3 the leannefs of 
| an exhauſted body, palenets of 
| countenance dejeQtion of mind, 
| Ccaules of greet for the moſt 
| part more juſt than that for 
! which we grieve) ſhew it to be 
| an enemy: Inthe dealing with 
{ an enemy what are we wont 
| to do? It he be ſtrong, and at 

the firſt on-ſet violent, whilſt 
| your forces are not yet come 
{ together, the firſt caution is 
; to decline the battle, aſter- 
| ward when you are aflſured 
, | and confident in your ſtrength, 
you ſhall march into the Fieſd 
and diſplay your Colours; e- 
F ven ſo the appearance of your 

loſs being freſh, and your 
. | mind tender, it 1s beſt to bend 
7 * your thoughts another way : 
none 
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IN Hugo Grotius, 


none may do it more eaſily, 


excellent Sir, than you, who 
need not ſeek employmeat, 
you have in your charge atfairs 
of ſo great weight and labour, 
that they may very well take 
up all your thoughts: the 
King whom you lerve, the 
greateſt and molt Chriſtian,the 
difficult times, the many and 
various buſineitles of your of- 
fice - what elſe do they all ſay 
to you, but, attend your work, 
you are not at leaſare to bz a 
Mourner. Moſt true, is thar 
old Saying, The mind is preva- 
lent, where you put it forth aud 
uſe it ; certainly 1t 15 there to 
be uſed, where our 13bour 
maiy be to good purpoſe, 
that 1s. not in inourmiug 
but in the (zrvice of your 

| King 
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His Conſolatery Epiſtles. x73 
King an1 Country , it is no 
more than ordinary ccm- 
mon ſenſe, which the Greek 
Poet hath adorned with Ele- 
gant Expreſtions to this effec, 


If ills were cured by our weep- 
7ng 6es, 

And tears could waſh away our 
miſeri-s ; 

Thy tcars were worth gold, which 
I now muſt blame, 

For weep, or weep not, evils are 


the ſame, 


I know that, ſaid So/or, and I 
weep the more, becauſe I can 
do no good by WEepINg z this 


very focliſh Say ing of ſo wiſe 


a man, may be an example 
tous, how much forrow dark« 
neth 


14 Hugo Grotius, 


neth _ O_— in that it 
made Solo himſelf to ſpeak 
unwiſely, for in thoſe things 
wherein care and induſtry 1s 
of any force (among which 
things, forrow is one as we 
have faid) we muſt obſerve, 
not whence the paſſion comes, 
but whether it goes, this 1s 
the office of reaſon to look 
forward,not backward : wheres» 
fore he that doth any thing, 
ought often to put the que- 
ſtion to himſelf, why do I a> 
this? why do [ hope ? why do 
I defire? thus if one asketh 
himſelf, who cheriſheth his 
grief, and endeavoureth not 
to correct it, he ſhall fee how 
nothing can be anſwered. But 


You | 


Pe Rs © 30s 4 On: - GI I OEDEMA 


"TI IRPIRE Hat 3 


L JNAL 


His Conſolatory Fpiſiles. 15 
you may object, it is hard and 
inhumane to expel our of your 
heart the thought of her you 
loved fo dearly, and ſo deſer- 
vediy ; not lels for her virtues, 
than becauſe ſhe was your 
Waite - remember 'tis required 
but for a time, and, as in a 
labyrinth, this way leads you 
to a place contrary unto 1t, ſo 
doth a ſhort abſtinence con- 
d ice to the better concotion 
and digeſtion to the food you 
ſhall car, I will have her 
live in your thoughts perpetu» 
ally, but fo that the memory 
of her may delight, not tor- 
ment you; 'tis an injury to 
ner, when ſhe is called into 
your mind, to create her Hus- 
band ſorrow;Itt her come then, 


16  Flago Grotius, 


when ſhe may come, into the 
quality ſhe was -wont to come 
fair, kind, and cheerful : this [- 
mage of her, which now occurs 
to you ſforrowful and Icaving 
a troubleſome remembrance 
of her, 1s falſe and reſembles 
her not. [ do now foreſee the 
time when that ſweeenels of 
manners, that love and reve» 
rence of you, that unwearied 
care in the good Education of 
her Chuldren,that ſincere Picty 
toward Gd, and whatioever 
11 many of chat Sex is wanting, 
in ſome few is moſt praite 
worthy, will offer it ſell to 
your mind, not only without 
danger, bur with ſence of joy : 
when it wil delight you to 
remember her, and to fet be- 
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His Conſolatory Epiſt es. 17 
fore your Childrens eyes all 
her ations as«he beſt famplar 
for their life : only tor a little 
while put by the thought of 
her, which you ſhall after- 
ward reſume with advantage z 
tothisend , asl was ſaying , 
will thoſe many weighty at- 
fairs, which being enovgh to 
oppreſs another, ſit lightly up- 
on you:now is the time,if ever, 
to be immerſed in publick 
cares, and ſuffer no room at 
all in the mind to be unpoſe 
ſeſs?d ; nor are the conferences 
of friends unprofitable, pro- 
vided they be men of courage 
and wiſdom, not ſuch as com- 


- mend themſelves by the imt- 


tation of your ſadneſs. Con- 
ter with the dead alſo, and 
turn 


18 Hugo Grotins, 


_ turn oyer Books with greater 
diligence now than ever z and 
let that which was but your 
recreation, now becoine a 
part of your labour. Books 
will not only give a ſafe re« 
treat from the enemies fury, 
but arms alſo againſt the ene- 
my ; for whether you contem- 
plate with your moſt capacious 
Soul the nature of things, you 
will find nothing is withour 
the empire ol death,no not the 
Elements themſelves 5 it 1s 
the moſt Univerſal Law, which 
condemns every thing that is 
born, to die, and it were great 


ignorance to think one per- | 


ſon can be exempted from the 
common ruine : Or, whether 
you turn to the Morals among 


that | 
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that fair company of Virtues, 
you ſhall behold fortitude, of 
2a firm body, a head lifted 
up,a chearful countenance,bur 
among the vices, ſorrow, mas 
cilent, pale, of a cloudy 
brow, and down caſt Jooks ; 
or whether you ſearch the 
Animals , you ſhall find ex- 
amples of men who have born 
the deaths of Parents, Chil- 
dren, Wives, with a mind leſs 
moved than ours 1s at the 
reading of a Story; Now 
having by thoſe arts eſcaped 
the dangers of the firſt time, 
and withal gotten ſtrength, 
let the Soul at length come 
forth into the field as it were, 
and prepare to fight. Bur - 


| here alſo I think it fit to imi- 


tate 


20. Flis Anſwer. 


tate wiſe Commanders, who, 
as much as they car, ſever 
enemies forces, that fighting 
with ſeveral parties, they may 
more ealily conquer all, 
Mourning is a confuſed thing, 
1t objects unto the mind many 
things at once, and in a heap, 
which being joyned terrifie, 
but being divided vaniſh, And 
the aſſaults it makes againſt 
you, are either in reſpeCt of her 
whom you lament, or of ,your 
ſelf the mourner, or c: your 
Children with whom, and for 
whom you mourn : Weigh 
theſe particulars ſeveraliy, you 
will find partly, that there 1s no 
cauſe of grief ; partly, that the 
incommodity 1s much overba- 
lynced by greater good. I will 
begin 
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Elis Conſolatory Epi(ltles, 21 
begin with her. Tt is 1n all 
mens mouths, wich we read 
every where in Chriſtian 
Writers, but in Axtiphanes too, 
(which you may more admire) 
a Heathen Poet, ſpeaking in 
words of this Senſe : 


Lament your friends with ſorrow 
moderate : 

They are not loſt, but gone before, 
where Fate 

Diſpoſeth all : and we, in order, 
mult 

One after one be turnd to the 
ſame duſt 3 

And meet at 'the fame Inn by ſe- 
veral ways, 


And in another World ſhall ſee 
new days. 


B Wc 
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We muſt dwell the longer up- 
on this place, becaule it alone 
without the reſt, it it be right 
ty conlidered, is ſufficient for 
coniolation. I would not have | 
any credit given me without a. | 
moſt competent witneſs, the | 
D-oxtor of the Gez7iles, the | 
Founder of Churches, called 
to be an Apoſtle by a voice 
from Heaven, who being in- 
dued alſo with Human Learn- 
ning.all other arguments oMi1t- 
ted, checks the immodeſty 
of ſorrow. with: this alone : "1 
would not have you ignorant , 
Brethren,concerning them that 
are aſleep, that ye forrow 
not even as others which have 
no hop2, for if we beheve 

that Jeſus died and roſe again, 
even 
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even ſo them that are aſleep 
will God bring with hum. Tt is 
the manner ot Epiſtles to delt- 
ver-in ſhort that which familiar 
diſcourſe doth expreſs more 
liberally. But it' Paw, as it 
is believed, after he'wrote this, 
viſited his Diſciples of Macedon 
again, he might happily.pro- 
ſecute this molt wholeſome 
point more: at large aſter this 
ſort:Friends,whom nature hath 
made of the ſame kind with 
us, and the Word of God hath 
new made and raiſed to the 
ſame Grace, ye know it is 
our Duty throughly to 
purge out whatſoever old core 
ruption remaineth in you ; 
your countenance , your habit 
and geſture ſpeak you to be 

B 2 much 


24 Hugo Grotinus, 
much and long grieved 1n 
mind, if any of your deareſt 
Relatives be taken out of your 
fight 3! nor 1s it any marvel, 
for thus did your Fathers, and 
thus do the People with whom 
you live intermixed. | Great 
ts the power of a vice com- 
mended by the authority of 
Parents, and the diſeaſes which 
have ſeized, not upon ſingle 
Perſons, but whole Nati- 
ons, are very contagious 3 
but you mult remember 
to what inſtitution you have 
given your name: In your 
Baptiſm, when the waſh= 
ing of your body figured the 
cleanneſs of mind, I received 
your vow to forſake the World. 
Peace with God 1s not bought 

at 


His Conſolatory Epiſt'es. 25 
at any cheaper rate- We have 
Do&rines, we have allo Rites 
which ſeparate us from the 
World, and make us a People 
different from all the reſt of 
Mankind : even our words 
$ arc not the ſame; whom they 
| . call dead; we ſay are fallea 
aſleep: ſo are we taught to 
ſpeak by him, that is not only 
the Maſter of Lite but Speech. 
What is the meaning of that 
new word ? That ſleep 1s the 
image of death, even the 
Pozts of the Grecians, and 
their Philoſophers have deli- 
vered ; but with them the 
ſimilitude holds not , Winch 
with usis moſt exact. BY moti- 
on andattion, we underliiand 
life : there is a defect of thele, 
23 - when 


26 Hugo Grotins, 
when the body 1s tied up with } 
the bonds of fleep, and les as | 
it were buried; when the Mor- | 
ningSun hath driven away the 
night, that vigor, that was not 
loft but intermuted, returns 
again; mean while the Soul 
which hath a Power not de- 
pending on the Body, per- 
forming the offices of both 
times, perpetuates her ation 3 
Jo when the term of mortal 
Ute is come, the body lies 
thrpid and unaCtive, whether 
it retain, as Yet the ſhape it 
had immediately before, or 
elſe hath rendred its parts 
to the Original duſt : bur 
wait until the great day 
ſhine forth, there it will 
appear, the-body reſted for 
a 
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a time, which ſeemed lolt. 


In the mean, that pare which 

15 inviſible, keeps poilction of 
life, 4n behalf of the whole 
man, Compare with this our. 
Faith, what cthcrs,running into 


ſo many by-ways, do conceive 


when in very many, and 
the greateſt things,their opini- 
ons difter, in this almoſt alone 
they agree,that tEey are witi- 
out hope of life ever to return 
unto the body, and therefore 
Ceprive man of his immor- 
tality. For Man is a Body 
animate, not a (ſoul withour 
a body, nor a body with- 
out a foul, The fſoul.it 
ſelf departed from the bedy, 
many of them either think to 
be annihilated,or at lezſt not to 
B.4 retain 


23 Hugo Gr otius, 

retain the ſtate of its own ſub- 
ſtance. So the whole man, to 
them, 1s deſtroyed without 
hope 'of reſtitution, as ap- 
pears by thoſe very Confola- 
tions which they apply to 
mourners. For they ſay, dead 
men indeed have no good 3 but 
neither have they any ill, Now 
altho' che opinion of theſe men 
is hard, yet theirs is much 
harder, who make the ſoul 
out-live the body. For that 
lower place, which they will 
have to be the common. Seat 
of Souls gone out of the 
Body, they deſcribe as a wild 
plice, horrid and dark, and 
of ſuch a condition, that 
oae would die another. death 
 topger out of 4t. Moreover, 


which 
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which is worſt of all, they 
to whom other puniſhments 
are remitted, are (according 
to this opinion) everlaſting- 
ly under this torment, a vain 
and never fatisfed defire of 
returning back again to their 
former hfe. If fome few as» 
-mong thoſe men have any bet- 
ter conjeCtures,they doubt and 
flutuate more like to thoſe 
that with then affirm, - But ye 


.have learned among the Eles 


ments of our Doctrine,that Life 
remains in the Soul, and ſhall be 
reſtored to the Body. That 
which 1s the conſummation 
of our defires, concludes the *' 


Formula tn our holy initiation, 


-For being asked whether ye be- 


-lieved the Reſurrection of the 


B 5 Body 


Jo | Hugo Grotins, 
Body, and the Lite Ever- 
laſting, ye anſwered every {| 
one before God and his | 
Church, that ye did beheve. | 
Upon this formu!a, the Confeſ- ! 
fion that you made, I now | 
treat with you : bur it is not | 
ſufficient to give a light aſſent, \ 
that perfwaſton muſt be firmly | 
-rootedin your minds,fo thall it | 
| bring forth mature,and fair,and | 
laſting fruits, Much will avail | 
*to this purpoſe, the attent me- | 
<ditation of thoſe arguments ' 
by which you were induced 
"*to {abſcribe tothis Faith. We 
"-caught you not by the affeted 
' Ornaments 'of Humane Elo- | 
"quence, nor did we by along 
Chain of conſequences, en- 
"xangle the minds of the more 
198 3- 
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ignorant z but we brought the 
buſineſs to that, which is 
common to Men and Women, 


learned and unlearned, young 


and old, and-which 1s accoun- 
ted the greateſt aſſurance olall, 
even to the judgment of 


ſenſe, The molt Famous inquir- 
er iato Nature among the Gre> 
' -czans,gives this reaſon why we 


have not the knowledge of 


many things; becauſe we can 


neither ſee them with our 
eyes, . nor touch them with 


our hands ; by .which way 


things are wont to come unto 


the underſtanding. God hath 


excluded us from this excuſe 
and pretence for our -1gnos- 


-rance. He hath preſented 10 
-our hands and eyes a ſpect- 


JED 
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men and pledze of what we 
hope for. That Jeſus Chriſt the 
Author of our Faith was nailed 
to the Croſs, and died on 
the Croſs, all Feruſalem ſaw, 
the Senate ſaw, 'the Roman 
band faw it with their eyes, 
and alſo that multitude of 
ftrangers wherewtth that great 
City was then filled:that he-was 
buried and lay inthe Sepulcher 
Two whole nights, and the 
the day. interpoſed, is manifeſt, 
both by the Declaration ot 
the Seal, and -by the Teſti- 
mony of the Watch. -So far 
.. we and our adverſaries are 
agreed. This 'fame Jeſus, aſter 
that time, Women ſaw livin 
again, his Followers alſo ſaw 


Him both ſeverally, and all 
the 


His Conſolatory -Epiſiles, 2; 
the eleven together at di- 
vers times : there were ſome 
alſo that handled his hands and 
ſide. That nothing might be 
wanting to make Faith com- 
pleat, he ſhewed himſelf to 
be ſeen and heard by five 
hundred witnefles at once;who 
in good part are living, and do 
te!tifie the fame. To come 
unto my ſelf, 1 have ſeen him 
ſhining with Divine Majeſty, 
and by his immediate autho- 
rity was converted,and vowed 
to be his' Servant, whom be- 
fore I had perſecuted. And can 
any one yet be doubtiul ? cer- 
tainly, never did any equal 
Judge rej«ct fo many witnetles, 
men of integrity, and ſuch as 
:had no temptation to make a 
lie, 


34 Hugo Grotius, 
lie. This teſtimony 1s ſo far from 
being gainful to us, that we. 
muſt pay for it with the loſs of 
all things, for the faving 
whereof lies are wont to be 
invented : therefore do we 1n- 
cur the hatred evenot our near- 
eſt Relatives ; we are diſpoſleſt 
of our Eſtates, we are baniſht 
from our Country, we are in 
hzard of our life every day. 
No man at ſodear a price doth 
buy the pleaſure of deceiving 
another, Now if our teſtt- 
-mony be received by a moſt 
evident example, it 1s mant- 
feſt that God can reſtore 
life to a dead body, and by 
the ſame argument it is e- 
-y1iaced, that this ſhall be dore 
_ for all the Diſciples of Chriſt's 
inſt 
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inſtitution, it that be certain, 
which was certainly heard by 
many thouſands, that Ohrult 
hath promiſed it. For the-Re. 
ſurretion of our bodies is 
aſſured by Chriſt's teſtimony, 
rhe veracity of Chriſt is wir- 
neſled by his refurreCtion. Net- 
ther could it ſtand with the 
equity of God, to give that 
honour to one that ſpake not 
the truth, eſpecially when 
himſelf, before the event ; 
had ſet it for a ft1gn : where- 
fore belicve us, that Chriſt 
is riſen; and believe Chriit, 
'that all ſhall riſe to immor- 
tal blefledaeſs, and bleſſed 
immortality, 'who die his 
Diſciples. He ſhal-preſent us 
-t9 the Father, who hath 
ence 
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once obtained ſuch Grace 
with the Father, that no 
requeſt of his can ever be in 
vain; he ſhall make us per- 
takers of his Glory, and bring 
us into thoſe places, where 
dwells an undiſturbed Peace ; 
where neither diſeaſes ſhall 
approach the body, nor vices 
have acceſs unto -the mind ; 
where fhall be life without 
tear of death, and joys with- 
out mixture of ſorrow, Some 
taſte of this Supper hath the 
Souls already, 'that are depar- 
ted hence in the Faith of 
Chriit,in moſt {weet tranquili- 
ty, waiting for the con- 
ſummation of their felicity, 
together with the bodies, He 
that heartily beieves theſe 
things 
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things mult needs be fo far 
from lamenting, that be will 
congratulate their happy con» 
dition, whom he hath ſent 
away before him to the en- 
joyment of our common 
hopes : for in a true judgment 
they are not dead, but freed 
now at laſt. from their mor- 
tality. 'This place of Pau hath 
carried me turther then I in- 
tended, whilſt T endeavour 
to examine every one of his 
words, and the force of them. 
for I am afſſured,.there can be 
no better remedy applied to 
ſorrow, then that which the 
Great Phyſician of Souls, a- 
mong the infinite treaſures of 
Saving Wiſdom, hath brought 
down irom Heaven. And yer, 

how 


38 Hego Grotius, 
how many things have I omit- 
ted, which might be drawn 
from. the fame Fountain ? 
but thoſe con{iderations that 
we have deduced thence, if 
they be taken to heart, and 
received throughly, will be 
ſufficient. Believe it excellent 
Sir, asif you faw it, the Soul 
of your Wife, for many rea- 
ſons moſt beloved, begins 
already to enjoy the ſweet 
fruits of her Vertues, and 
taſteth the Rewards promiſed 
to ſincere +Piety. The: end 
and conſummarion of ſo many 
ages, when ſhe ſhall be wholly 
reſtored to her ſelf z that 
immenſe accumulation of all 
good things, to which all that 
can be imagined is far interiour, 
is 
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is not expeted a far off, as 


by us; burlookt upon by her 


at the neareſt diſtance, What 
the hath in poſſeſſion, is 
ſogreat, that ſhe wanteth no- | 
thing, and yet that is more 
which ſhe ſeeth, ſhe -fhall 
pofleſs. 'Nor have you any 
reaſon to ſay , ſhe might 
have ſtaid longer betore the 
went thicher. Time 1s ſome 
advantage, and it 'is a great 
felicity to be quickly happy, 


How many evils partly cer- 
"tain, partly uncertain,doth he 


eſcape, who is called hence 
betimes.2 how many -are the 
examples of men 'that have 
paid dear for the Jengthning of 
their life? I might here rehate 


the tormentsof diſeafes and the 


aftronts 


AO Hugo Grotin.. 
aftronts of fortune, never more 
to be feared then when ſhe 
flattereth, and the incommodi- 
ties of old age, which every 
man that lives long ſhall be 
ſure of, This one thing ſeem- 
eth to mea ſufficient benefit of 
an early death,to be-put out of 
danger of finning any more. 
It remains that you ſay, I am 
not ſorry for her ſake, but 
my own 3 and to this 1 
was now coming , for that 
is wont to be ſaid ; but 
how unjuſtly, any one may 
cally underſtand, whoſe eju- 
lations have not made him 
d-afto the voice of reaſon. He 
that flies to his refuge, mani- 
teftly ſhews himſelf an of- 
tender againſt the Laws of 
Friend- 


UV 
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Fr:endſhip. For they that fetch 
the Original of Friendſhipfrom 
indigence , were entertained 

with the hifſes of almoſt all 
Philoſophers 3 nor among the 
common people, whoſe manner 
is to meaſure moſt things by 
profit, could they make good 
their cauſe in friendſhip , 
the affeCticn goes abroad, 
and without ſelt-reſpect ſeeks 
the good of another, Ap- 
plauſes fill the Theatre, as oft _ 
as any Pzilades derives upon 
himſelf the dangers of O- 
reſies: ſo prene is the con- 
fent of men to eſteem it the 
| office of a friend, in an equal 
| matter, to prefer his friends 
ſafety before own. How much 
more ought the ſenſe of our 
own 
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own incommodity and lofs 
be ſwallowed up by the fe- 
licny of one we profeſs to 
love; when. we conſider here 
15. much. more of good. then 
there of evil ? Zopyrus 1s com- 
mended in the Story, becaule 
he cut. and diſmember*'d his. 


own body, tothe end hs King 
might obtain a great, yet but 


one City. In this caſe there 


was ſome compariſon; but in 


yours, if in the one fcale you 
put your Wife advanced to the 
very Gates of Eternity, en- 
joying the ſociety of Chriſt 
and the bleſſed Souls, free 
from every thing that may 
occaſion either grief or fear ; 
in the other ſcale place your 
ſelf deſtitute of thoſe commo- 
dities 
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ditics which a happy Matri- 
mony prolonged tor fome 
more years might add unto 
you, there will be found no 
weight in yoar part of the 
ballance, the beam will not 
ſtand at all, but ſpeedily turn 
with the great weight on the 
other fide, as if on yours were 
nothing, What if I acquit you 
from this Compariſon, and 
convince yov,that your incom- 
modities weighed by themes. 
ſelves are nothing really, but 
only in opinion 2 for wherein 
| 15s he more unhappy who hath 
Joſt a Wite, than he who ne= 
ver had one? [n opinton,there's 
' ſome difference, for the me- 
| mory of the thing once poſlef- 
fed repreſents the Image, the 
Image 
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Image excites the defire: but 
this is the judgment of the 
lower Bench, we may appeal, 
Let your reaſon aided by fo 
much experience, and .1n- 


ſtructed by ſo much reading, 


ſit in the Judgment-Scat, and | 


pronounce the Sentence. That 
Which is paſt,is not ; and there- 
fore can have no efficiency : 
nothing is ours but whilſt we 
have it 3 afterward it pertains 
no more unto us, than thar 
which is fartheſt from us. 
Really then, he that never had, 


and he that now hath nor, | 


are in the like caſe 5 bur 
that he. ſeems rhe more 
ingratetu], who from the be- 
nefit he once enjoyed, takes 
an occaſion to complain. 


On T 


Would | 
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Would you therctore fee, how 
not miſerable you are? look 
upon fo many thouſands of men 
who to their laſt years have 
willingly, and by their own 
choice lived a fingle lite: 1n 
which number are many 
learned men, pious, prudent, 
and ſuch as were not ignorant 
either of the good or evil 
wherewith married men are 
attended. Wives are helps and 
comforts to their Husbands : 
| but they muſt be likewiſe 

helped and comforted. And if 
the burthen be equally divid- 
\ ed, there 1s no more in 
one Whole burthen, then in 
half of that which is double 
' toit. Such is the Nature of 
| the Contract, that it lays the 
C har- 
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46 Fiugo Grotins, : 
harder Bond upon the Men, to } 
whoſe protection the infirmer | 
Sex commends it ſelf. One in * 
the Greek Comedy, it GodfF 
ſhould offer him a double body, ! 
faith he would refuſe the tas | 
vour; his reaſon is, becauſe | 
with multiplicity of the 
parts, his care would be mul- 
tiplied. It is indecd a plea: | 
ſant thing in proſperity to ff 
have one, to whom you may | 
do good: but the more favour: | 
ably fortune fills your fails, | 
the more you muſt contract | 
them, and take heed leſt even| 
N the greateſt innocence your | 
behaviour give colour and oc- 
calion unto Calumny, which 
doth cloſely purſue men oi 
higher fortunes, It any _ 

ity 
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ſity befall you, it is true: 
the Wife partakes of the 
ſorrow, but it returns and 
lies heavier upon the Hus- 
band ; as the rays of the Sun 
reflected from the Ground, do 
the more inflame the air. The 
griet derived from a dear per- 
jon whom you behold 
grieving for you, 1s more 
grievous than the primitive. 
I alledge not theſe things 
as if I had undertaken the 
Encomium of a ſingle lile : 
it is enough for me to- ſhew, 
that ſecing either life hath 
its commodities tempered and 
mixt with the incommodities, 
it becomes every one withan 
equal and indifferent mind, 


to conform himſelf to that lot 
C 2 and 
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and condition that hath be- } 
fallen him. The laſt pretence 7 
of grief is the moſt ſpecious, | 
. in reſpeC&t of Children; whoſe | 
Education, when the care is + 
divided between the two pa- | 
rents,proceeds the better. This | 
is ſomewhat, but herein hath | 
God abundantly provided for | 
you. You are a man of un- | 
wearied vigour 3 and if you | 
pleaſe to uſe your whole | 
ſtrength, able to ſupply the | 
place of both Sexes: cut off | 
from your buſineſſes and ſtudies | 
ſo much as that charge re- | 
quires ; yea, think thar | 
charge to be the beſt ſtudy | 
and buſineſs, Matters of molt | 
conſequence execute your ſelf, | 
the leſſer commit to others : 
an} 
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and as oft as you can, viſit 
your ſweet Children with 
Your paternal eye, now alſo 
ſerving for the maternal. And 
look upon the great ſupporters 
of your Houſe, your moſt 
gracious King, by whom your 
diligence and truſt are well 
tried, and thereiore well e- 
ſteemed;your honourable Em- 
ployment, your Eſtate virty- 
ouſly acquired, your Kindred, 
Alliance, Friends, flouriſhing 
and proſperous. You fee if 
any acceſſion ſhall be made 
unto your Jabour , how 

reat comforts are given you 
aforehand. Moreover, that 
very labour will decreaſe un- 
der your hand, when as eve- 
ry one.of your Children ſhall 
C 3 ripen 


5O Elugo Grotias, 
ripen in years, fo he will 


fucceed into the care both of 


himfelf and the reſt : but 
how little of jaſtice there 1s in 
your complaint of this bur- 
then, you may even hereby 
underſiand. Had your Wife 


left you a Houſe empty of 


Children,.I believe as the cu- 
ſtom is, you would ſay, 


O had/t thou left, ſome might 
me Father call ; 

O for one Child to play about 
my Hall' 


But had ſome Prophet fore- 
told before your marriage 
day, you ſhall for many years 
have a happy and peaceable 
_ enjoyment of - your Wifeonly 
you 
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you know one of you muſt 


nceds out-live the other : this 
indulgence ſhall Le yielded to 
the more tender Sex, that ſhe 
may not mourn for you. 
Chooſe whether you pleaſc,by 
her and after her to be called 
Father or no. You would have 
anſwered, 1 doubt not, let me 
have, when I can have her no 
longer, O let me have ſome 
living Images of her, and fuc- 
ceſlors of our common tor- 

tunes, | 


Riches then unhappy are, 
When they do not find an Heir, 


Well then,what is it that come 
pels you, or I may fay, per- 


 mits you to grieve ? Your 


C .4 Wiſe. 
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Wife? bur ſhe is bleſſed. A 
Widowers ſtate which 1s im- 
poled-on you? the ſingle lite 
hath adventured at all times 
to compare it felf with wed- 
lock, in point of felicity, 
Children? you would not be 
without them 4f you were 
Childleſs, you would be more 
forrowjul, And do you now 
grieve becauſe you are not 
childleſs >? It 1s great mo- 
roſity to accuſe and complain 
of every fortune. But if this 
diſcourſe may ſeem too rigid 
and ſevere, I will be a little 
more remiſs, and grant that 

ſome adverſity is betallen you 
yet will I thereby evince, that 
you have reaſon to rejoyce. 
That the power and the wiſ- 
dom 
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dom of God are unlimitted,we 
do all acknowledge. Hence 
ir follows, nothing can hap- 
pen Without his knows» 


ledge, who is omniſcient, 


without his permiſſion, who 
is omnipotent,. Whatſoever 
he either doth or permite 
teth, he hath good reaſon 
for it. God hath care of all 
things, but not equally 3 bes» 
cauſe they are not equal, Ac- 
cording to the ſeveral degrees 
of things, there be degrees 


of Providence. He governs 


with a more careful hand 
the affairs of Men, than 


of inferiour Creatures. And 


among all Mankind, -he hath 
a nearer inſpection over Kings, 


and other Rulers of the Na- 
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tions,who are,as it were,carth- 


ly Stars, from whoſe influ- 


; 
F 
1 


ence” either the tempeſts of | 


war, or the calms of peace 
deſcend upon the people. But 
above all, moſt dear unto 
that ſupream Goodneſs are 
faithful Chriſtians The divine 
Pleaſure is, that Kingdoms 
themſelves ſhould be ſervice- 
able to them: and in all Con- 
ſtitutions through the whole 
World, they are favoured 
with a ſingular reſpect. There- 
fore, even thoſe things are 
for them, which fſecm @a- 
' Eainſt them : according to 
that immutable decree, A; 


} 


| 


things fall out for the beſt to | 


thoje that purely worſhip G'd 


Nor may we wonder it God | 
- keeps 
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keeps them not delicately. , 
but under diſcipline. This 
is a Father's part. Either 
they muſt be purged by ſome 
ſharp and nimble medicine, if 
they have contracted any con- 
tagion from the multitude with 

whom they converſe; or, be- 
fore the diſcaſe take hold up- 
on them, the ſouls health 
. muſt. be preſerved by fome 
wholcfome , though bitter 
Poracn 3 or elie, the ſouldicr 

f God is to be proved by 
| encountring with an enemy, 
that himſelf may perceive, and 
others may not Le 1200rant 
what a proficient he is. Mats 
- ters of difficulty are provided 
for the exerciſe and illuſtration 
of every vertue, God hath 
always 
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always ſet godly men to ſuch 
a task : but he juſtly exaſterl 
more from Chriſtian men,wh9 
by the very eoſign of the 
Croſs are given to underſtand, 
upon what terms they are ad- 
mitted into ſervice. The chief 
Captain himſelf having made 
his way to Heaven by patt- 
ence, and ſtruggled through 
many. ſufferings, hath conſe- 
crated the fame way for us. 
The Souldier that 1snot called 
zrth into any danger, may 
fear his Commander holds 
him in ſmall eſteem. And 
who would not couragtouſly 
deſcend into that combate, 
wherein there 1s a certain re- 
ward ior him that conquers, 
and certain conqueſt for him 
that 
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that fights? For he rljat is the 
Rewarder, is alſoa Helper, he 
ſhews the Crowevhe lu pplieth 
Arms. Nor need we excuſe 
our ſelves by pretence of weak. 
neſs. The moſt equal Arbiter 
and Jadge of rhe field, doth fo 
fitly match every combatant, 
that he calleth forth none to 
fight, but whom he knows a- 
ble, or will make fo. He can 
no more deny. his heavenly 
aid to the man that prays a- 
right, then a loving an 
wealthy Father can deny bread 
to his Son, that askethit when 
he 1s hungry. How many 
of the old Philolophers 2 how 
many alſo of a lower rank ha. 
ving but ordinary encourage- 
-ments and ſupports, have ſub. 


dued 
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dued Sorrow #2 and ſhal we, 
who are neither deſtitute of 
the uſe of -xeefon, nor of the 
ſuccoursof good learning, and 
beſides are aſſured of that ex- 
cellent and peculiar aid from 
Heaven, turn our back and 
yield to any calamity how 
great ſoever ? That can be- 
come no man, and you leaſt 
of all, moſt honoured Sir, you 
are advanced to an eminent 
place, where you ſhine both 
by your own light, and by 
that which you borrow from 
the Mzjeſty of your King. 
Whatſocver you do is conſp:- 
cuous, and goes nmnto example. 
Let it be hereafter ſaid 3 bear 
your Witcs geath as Maurzer 
Gid. Nor may you fear, be- 
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Ing ſuſpe&ed for to have loved 
your Wife leſs, it you mourn 
leſs. Kzep her vertuesin your 
memory, deliverthem to your 
Children, and as you can by 
ingenuous- and glorious monu. 
ments propagate them to po- 
{rerity. Thele are truer To: 
kens of your love, then to do 
what ſhe would not have you. 
Among ell Nations the Wills 
of the deceaſed are facrcd and 
inviolate, and not only ſuchas 
are aeclared in word, or coms 

mitted to writing, bur alſo if 
by probable Arguments we can 


- conjecture adn their Wills 


were. You are not ignorant 
what her Will was, and what 


the defires now, if in that place 
--of reſt there beany care of our 


"Afairs 'S 


60 Hugo Grotius, 


Afﬀairs3 to wit, that you may 
paſs the remainder of your Life 
with greateſt Felicity, and ne- 
ver think on her but with a 
quiet, and (if it may be) a joy- 
ful mind. The ſame you muſt 
ſuppoſe to be the Kings plea- 
ſtre - whom 1t concerns , 
taat borh in Body and Mind 
you may be ſtrong and healthy. 
To add any more, might ſeem 
ro proceed from a diffi- 
dence of your Wiſdom and 
courage. What I have ſaid, how 
much better could you fay to 
your ſelt £ and fo, I hope, you 
have done. It would be a joy 
to me to have performed my 
duty , and that you needed it 
not. Nor will it be unpleaſant 
"to you, to. be aſſured of your 
friends 


UM 


His Conſolatory Epiſtles. 61 
friends fidelity by the ſuccours 
offered, although your victory 
atchieved ſooner then was 


| hoped, hath made them of no 
uſe. 


Lupiſten, 11, Calend. 
Mar. An. 162TI., 


The 
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The Anſwer of Monſieur 
Maurier, to the aforeſaid 
Conſolator y Epiſtle of Gro» 
tius, Tranſlated out of 
French. 


S7R, 


[ cannot enough expreſs how 
much I eſteem my felt 
| obliged unto you for the fin- 
gular teſtimony I received of 
your love, in condoling me 
upon that ſtroke, which it hath 
pleaſed 


UMI 


64 Monheur Maurter 


pleaſed God to lay upon me, 
and much more ſo, becauſe 
you have ſeemed to forget 
your own calamity, to re- 
member mine, and by your 
love endeavoured to unite 
them together, ſo as to make 
but one of the two, adding 
my afflition to yours 3 as I 
cannot ſeparate yours from 
mine; I learn therefore from 
this fad occaſion, that your 
conſtancy, non ignara mali mi- 
ſeris ſuccurrere novit (1.e,) that 
being acquainted with fut- 
ferings, you know how well 
to ſuccour another in af- 
flittion, And I confeſs to 
you, that my malady 1s ſuch 
as needs ſuch a balſom, time 


having but very little or not 
at 


LIMI 
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at all leflened it, for that 
can give no ſuch preſcripti= 
ons as I have received from 
you. Yours therefore needs 
not ſo much an excuſe, asl_ 
need words to expreſs my 
trouble, that it ſhould be 
founded upon ſuch an hin- 
drance; tho', I hope, that 

God by his power and good- 

neſs (if it be his will) will 

exchange it for a bleſſing 3 in 

which,l hope,the Publick will 

ſhare, as well as my elf ſhall 

have a great advantage in 

the uſe of your Chriſti- 

an Remedies. I confeſs to 
you ingeniouſly, that aſter 

four months time, which 

hath paſt {ſince 1 received 

- this ſtroke (for ſince "—_— 
tne 


LIMI 
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the days,and they ſeem years) 
my Soul hath been more 
caſed by your folid Reaſons | 
drawn from the fourſe of 
Truth, by fo learned and 
induſtrious a hand, and pro- 
ceeding trom a heart fo good, 
and a love fo free; than any 
other means whatſoever. As | 
tor the quality of my aftlidti- 
On, I ſee you make a diligent 
examination and true judg- 
ment of it, omitting no 
circumſtance that hath not 
his lenitive , and that 
makes me often to have re- 
courſe to the reading of that 
rare and excellent piece of 
piety 3 the which I ſhall en- 
large more by far in my 


reading it, then you were 1n 
the 
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the writing it. And I veg of 
him, that hath put it into 
your heart to vouchſaſe me 
\uch aſſiſtance by ſo efficaci- 
ous an argument, to give 
me grace to draw the con- 
cluſion, and gather the fruit 
proportionable to my great 
need, and your ſincere aftecti- 
on. Certainly I always have 
- | been taught and believe, du- 
. | ring the courſe of my lite, 
) | that we ſhould poſſeſs things 
© | here below, as if we pollcſled 
t| themnor, and that the lives 
. | of thoſe whom God hath af- 
r| ſociated to us by the neareſt 
f| ties, arenot meaſured in this 
.| World by our deſires or con» 
y veniences; and that it would 
n| g9ill with Families, if thoſe 
G that 
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that are the principal pillars 
and ſupport were taken from 
them, but that our retreat out 
of this vale of miſeries is 
bounded by the wile provi- 
dence of him, that at firſt 
ſent us into it : but I muſt 
confeſs, that when I came to 
uſe thoſerules and maxims, 
that the experience of all 
Ages have found to-be true, 
I was'as it were diſcompoſed 
and unable to defend my ſelf 
againſt rhe torrent that came 
upon me unarmed, and not 
expecting ſuch an aſlault ; 
whether it were the difference 
in our years made me flatter 
my ſelf with the hopes that 
ſhe would outlive me (tho 
this was a feeble argument) 
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or whether I did not ſuſfici- 


ently repreſent to: my felt, 


that that: which bappens to 
many others, might be my 
lot, or whether, according to 


our too ordinary error, I put 


far from my thoughts that 
only accident that could moſt 
trouble the contentment of 
my life, Finally, I own with 
ſhame and regret, that this 


| | afflition coming o ſuddenly 


(or if it had not) yet did 
fall ſo heavily upon me, as 


ſtun'd and amazed me, ſo as 


I have not yet recovered it : 
and tho' in many other ran» 
counters and aftlictions,l have 
ellayed to appear with the 
courage }of a man 3 in this I 


| have found my ſelf even ins» 


D ferior 


70 Monfeur Maurier, 
feriour to the infirmity of 2 
woman : therefore 'Þ: muſt a- 
gin own, that in this fore 
tryal I have notonly needed 
the counſel and help of my 
true friends, but particularly 
yours, who have fo kindly 
lent me your helping hand 
and the reafons you have fur 
niſhed me withal, have the 
more likelihood :to work up- 
.-on me, becauſe rhat my affli- 
Etion having by length of 
time obtained a truce, and 
my lenſes, by confequence 
le(s troubled, are become 
more capable to give audi- 
ence to..any thing that may 
be for my good. This there- 
fore is to give you my moſt 
affeRttonate thanks, and to 
aſſure 
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aſſure you, that your ſuccours 
have had the more efiect up- 
on-my aſflictions, as you have 
enceavoured to comfort me 
by experience, and with aft- 


| {ction. Ever ſince the birth 


of my afflicions, ſhe that is 
moſt dear to you, having 
performed to her, whom I las. 
ment, the office of a Siſter, 
lam doubly obliged to you, 
ſince you have added your fo 
ſignallized one, that Ireceive 
it as from. an own Brother ; 
and I aſſure you that both 
the one and the vther, ſhall 
live in my memory 1o long 
asI live; and thatI will nou- 
riſh in my Soul a perpetual 
deſire, never to be ungrateful 
tor it, but that I may bc able to 

"#0 prove 
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T2 Monſieur Maurier, &c, 

prove to you,by all that lies in 
my power, the lively: Senti. 
ments that I retain .of your 
great good will; upon this af. 
turance, I ſhall earneſtly de. 
fire our Lord, that he will 
be pleaſed to.comfort. you in 
your captivity, and me in my 
widowhood, giving us that 
which may molt conduce to 
.his' glory and our common 
ſalvation, is the prayer of, 


S 7 R, 
pare 19, of Your. moſt humble 
March, a I. . and affeFionate 
Servant, 
DU MAURIER. 
A 
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'A Cad Confolatory Epiſtle 
of Hugo Grotius to 


- Monſieur Maurier, upon 


,- the death of his "The 


x Hlwewoble Str, 
Hen I received your 
- Letter, my Wiſe (at- 
ter ſms: months uncertain 


ſtate:of 'health,) was then in 


the Phyſicians hands not our 
of danger ; and what misior- 


tune that was 1n a firange 


Country, where we can hard- 
ly. find a faithful Friend, I 
need not tell you, who are fo 
able to determine, It's now 
eight years ſince, partly by 

23: 1M 


74 Hugo *Gretius, 
impriſoament ., partly by 
baniſkment,we have been de. 
prived of 'the fight..of ''our 
Parents and Relations,: and 
whatever in our Country next 
them 4s moſt dear to us. And 
tn the mean tine our cne- 
mies do not oaly reign, ih | 
| 


alfo parſue us hither with 
their inſults and they, who 
had got into power by en: 
'veighing againſt 'the Frencl), 
abuled that power alſo to op- | 
preſs us even in Frarce. It's | 
now almoſt two years, fince 
there has been no regard had 
of me here ; but all thefe 
arts are uſed, that may ſhock | 
th2 conſtancy of a generous 
mind : neither havelI any con- 
folation againſt ſo many at: 
| flicks 
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fliicions,but inthe ſtght of my 
Wife and Children in miſery, 
(whom my misfortune hath 

alſo brought hither.) Time 
will ſhew what the Prince of 
Orange deſigns : he complains 
he can do bur little z bur if 
we depend on his good for- 
tune, we are like to fail in our 
hopes 3 for neither could Liz 

gev be beſieged, by reaſon of 
the approach of the enemies 
Forces, as allo his Armies at- 


. tempts upon the. Sluce of 


Gaunt and the Country. of 
Hulffan were diſappointed. 
Youl think perhaps - when 
you ſhall read this, that I 
make my complaints to 
you, who ſtand in need of 
comforts; but I do it chiefly 
D 4 for 


76  Fugo Grotias, + 


tor this end, that T may com- 


fort you; for I would have 
you {en{ible by my calamuties, 


how many ſtrokes of fortune 


your Son hath cſcaped by an 
carly death ; which: were 
much more to be feared for 
him, by reaſon of the great» 
neſs of his wit, and the pro- 
bity of his mind, for theſe 
are the things which chiefly 
raiſe the envy of moſt men, 
as naturally as fire doth ſmoke, 
and from envy ariſeth firſt 
contentions, then hatred, tho' 
never {o undeſerved ; and af- 
ter uſe to: follow theſe things, 
which I am not the firſt that 
have felt, nor ſhall be the 
laſt, But if my portion is 
not heavy enough to make a 
long 


| UM 
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long life ro be feared , think 
of. others, who . have their 
legs ' broken by -. falls from 
Horſes, or overturning of 
Coaches z or who. being 
wounded in wars, gather up 
their ſhattered limbs, or who 
have worn out their ight by 
continued ſtudy, or who un. 
der the torments of the ſtane, 
may be ſaid not fo properly 
to live,, as endure a lingering 
death ;'there is none of all 
theſe which may not happen 
to any one, but only to him 


whom”. death . hath placed 


in ſafety, Therefore when 
ever you think upon honour, 
famous Embaſſies, and ſuch 
other ſplendid enjoy Ments, as 


to your Son, which we may ra- 
D 5 ther 


% Hugs Grotings, 
ther projeCt in our wiſhes,then 
certainly promiſe our felves, 
think alſo that thoſe calami- 
ties aforeſaid might as well 
have befallen bim, nay more 
probably, becauſe in humane 
hfe there are many evyls 
without. any good, but no 
good without ſome mixture 
of evil, when I ref{C& upon 
this, I would adviſe you to 
:mprint in your mind that 
ſaying of the Comedian, viz. | 
If you knew what ſpace of life | 
that he did not live, would 
have been a continued proſpe- | 
rity, death then had been un- 
timely, but if longer life ſhould 
have brought ſome intolerable 
evil upon you with it,. then 1 
Keppoſe you would have been ea- 
- HY} 
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fil - reconciled 'to death. Bur 
now'ifthe. death at all Chri- 
{tians is to be received by 
them, rather with 'thank(- 
givings to God, than forrow 
agd -lamentation, more eſpe- 
cially that death-is certainly 
to be welcomed, and congra- 
tulated, which doliven an in- 
nocent age unexperienced and 
unpractited in rhe wicked» 
neſs' of the-Worl1, not only 
from the dangers ot diſeztcs 
and caJamities, but that w hich 
is far greater, the danger 
of Joling its innocence. 
Wherefore 1 would have you, 
Sir, oſten to ſay to your ſelf, 
that. excellent mind, thir good 
diſpoſition- 4n him could no 
——_— have rendred me 
ſecure 


fo Fingo Grotins.” © 


ſecure of its continuance,: but 
this : Now I have .nothing 
to fear for him ; I have 
reaſon to thank God, for that 
enjoy ment he gave me of 
him';z I have loſt nothing 
"by his death, which I was 
not contentedly - without 
before he was born 5 yea, 
there remains moreover to 
me this one advantage from 
his life, the memory of thoſe 
things which I faw pleaſant 
and . entertaining in it, for 
which benefit (if I ſhould 
return long grief of mind as 
an evil for that good) I 
ſhould be ungrateful both to 
God and to him. You have 
long ſince, Sir, devoted your 
life ro the. ſtudy of __ 
| ne an 
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| and Humane Wiſdom, and 
you ' now 'have leaſure not 
only to touch lightly, but 
throughly , to digeſt thoſe 
ſtudies, and thoſe in truth 
teach us, that all our happt- 
neſs 1s to be placed in the 
' hopes of God's favour, and 
in the tranquility of our own 
minds and conſciences z ' and 
ſeeing, Sir, you have acceſs 
treely to theſe, by the grace 

| of God, and your own conſi- 
derations, there will be no 

. reaſon why you ſhould ſeem 
miſerable to your ſelf, or to 
any wiſe man, altho' your 
ſelf alone were your whole 

| Family,and youlived without 
any hope of leaving poſterity 
behind you. But now & 
[ we 


IMI 


MK. Huzo Grotins, 
we ſhould leave theſe confo- 
lations of the - learned and 
pious, and deſcend to the 
common peoples ſenſe of 
things, there's much more 
reaſon they ſhould think you 
happy then otherwiſe, only 
take care that by 'your grief 


for the loſs of one, you do. 


not undervalue the comforts 
of your ſurviving Children ; 
nay, what ſhould be added as 
a remedy for grief, umitate, 
Sir, the Husbandm n, who 
doubling their care, for ſome 
branches being broken off, 
_— not the leſs, but more 
;Frapes from their vines. But 
if in this, or any thing elſe 
[ can ſerve you by my ad- 
vice or affiftance, - you have 
ſurely 
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ſurely one whom you have a 
right to command; in the 
mean while as far as I ſhall be 
able, Ft a@ the part of a friend 
in my prayers to God for you 
and all yours, nor.that nomis- 
fortune may befall you(for the 
methods of Divine Providence 
do not permit that)butedfwhat- 
ever ſhall befall you, you may 
by a Wife uſe thereof turn it to 
your advantage. Farewel. My 
Wifeand Children,deſire to be 
kindly recommended to you 
and yours. 


Paris 19. Decemb, 1626. 


The Superſcription of the 
faid foregoing Epiſtle, was to - 
the vertuous and honourable 
Benjamin Aubery Manrier. 
| A 


4A Third Conſolatory Epiſtle 
of Hugo Grotius to 
Monſieur Maurier , upon 
the death of his Daughter, 


S IT R, 

J* [ had nat long fince re- 
ceived ſufficient proois © 
your conſtant kindnels to- 
wards me, that hath been 
interrupted by no change of 
aftairs, I ſhould now have 
.had.a freſh inſtance of it in 


both turns of tortune, .for to 
| be 
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be touched with anothers 
happineſs or milery, and 
that not only out of common 
humanity, but from a deep 
and inward ſenſe of the Soul, 
that is truly to be a friend; 
and you do friendly in come 
municating your grief with 
me of the fame kind with 
mine 3 for a divided griet 
(I know not how.) becomes 
more tollerable; I not on] 

know with the Philoſophers; 
that my Daughter was born 
under the common Law of 


Mortality, but I am aſſured 


with all good Chriſtians, - that 
there is no other way to a 
quiet and eternal life 3 a way 


_ conſecrated by our great Cap- 


tain, who has paſt it before, 
| and 


$6 Flugo Grotins, 
and from thence has that title. 
But it we. refle& on. our Age 
in which we ſee not only in- 
nocent perſons, but whole 
Nations driven into baniſh= 
ment, illuſtrious Families re« 
duced to poverty, and fo 
many Marriages which were 
concluded to the wiſhes of 
Parents, prove unproſperous 
aſterwards: what reaſon is 
therethat we ſhould not re- 
tyrn thanks to God, not on- 
ly that he has given us the 
loan of our Daughters for a 
while, but becauſe he has 
taken them from ſo many 
and ſo manifeſt hazards. And 
then what was wont to be 
faid to thoſe who were car- 
ried in trumph in this pom- 
pous 
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pous kind of life (a Tlunder- 
bole-falling ſo near me) *tis 
exped ent that I ſhould fay 
the (ime to my (ef, viz. that 
T ana man. Con- 

cerning, your other ptr Ai 
trouble which you 7 France for 
rather intimatethen "ROO f 
expreſs (my Write | 

hath ads heard ſomewha- 
of it from Mr. Marbe/l's Wile) 
and for which F wiſh 1 could 
as eaſily find a remedy, as I 
| ain heartily ſorry for it. 


: ' Paris, March 30. 
Th 1.6 . 5+ 
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Hugo Grotius, his Con- 
 folatory. Epiſtle to the 
- honourable Francis Fhu- 
ce HOSE +1q600l 


. Noble Sir, Tr 

may, ſcem perhaps: to be 

; fomewhat late in the duty 
which is -wont to be. per- 
formed to mourning friends ; 
I will not make buſineſs my 
excuſe, for you' have long 
ſince fo highly deſerved of 
me, that whatſoever would 
by any means be deferr'd, 
I ought to poſtpone it to 
my. care and love of you. I 

Contr have 


UM] 


JMI 


His Conſolatory Epiſtles. 89 
have. ſomething elſe to ſay 
many of your friends made 
haſte, becauſe they thought 
you were to be put in” mand 
not to indulge too much ta 
grief 5 bur 1 who knew-how 
trom your Childhood you 
have been inſtructed in all 
the Precepts of Divine and 
Humane Wiſdom, did not 
think you needed ſo much 
to be adviſed as to have ſome 
ſpace given you , wherein 
you might recal to your 
mind, and uſe thoſe things 
which you already know 
full well; that we are born 
under this Law -patiently to 
ſubmit to the will of 
the moſk wiſe Gover- 
nour of the World 3 that 
| nothing 


be Huge. Grotius, 

nothing is given us here in 
this World as our proper 
poſſeſiion,. but only or our 
uſe, Thar beſides what hath 
been learnedly diſcourſed by 
- the, ancient Philoſophers con: 
cerning the immortality of 
the Soul; we.have the pro- 
miles of the Goſpel infailibly 
confirmed by the death and 
reforreftion to life of him 
who made them, of which 
being aſſured, we onght not 
for our own advantage or 
pleaſure, to envy our friends 
their happy lot. Theſe 
things Thuanus would ſay 
to others, but none ought 
to Thuanus but himlclf, 
Wherefore ſmce you had 
time enough to reflect on 

theſe 
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theſe things, I don'c now 
exhort you to put. out of 
your mind that bitterneſs, 
which it it doth good to 
none, is grievous to him 


that bears it, and would 


be (if they could know it) 
highly diſpleaſing to thoſe 
for whoſe fake it is enter- 
tained ; but I congratulate 


you as. not doubting, but 


that -1t 1s already laid aſide. 
And yet if there remain any 


ſparks in theſe coveredembers, 


Ii tell you what thoughts 
I have had when 1 have 
been, (as I have been 'of- 
ten) under the hike cir+« 
cumſtances, that we have 
many ſurviving Relations 
and Friends, equal to thoſe 

Re- 


92 Fago Grotius, 


Relations loſt ;. that_it is an | 
injury to theſe that ſurvive, | 
not to rejoice - more for this | 


happineſs then to be afflicted þ 


for one leſs. Fortune« doth 
not deal ill with them for 


whom it is contented to | 
take the leſſer part, What | 


have not many - wife men 
believed, viz. That thanks 
ought to be returned: to God 
as, a Deliverer on the account 
of thoſe whom an early death 
hath placed out of the reach 


of the ' chances of this Mor- | 


tal State. And the Greet 
Proverb ſays, He that is be- 
loved by the Gods, die young, 
if that had always ſomereaſon, 
it hath certainly the greateſt 


in this age of ours ; other ages 
have 
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have ſeen the baniſhment of 
particular men, ours of whole 
Nations driven from their 
native Soil, You may now 
ſee beautiful Countries made 
like the deſerts of Arabza, 
Wars in all parts, and amidſt 
thoſe Wars other double Wars 
from the rapine and cruelties 
of Souldtersz amidſt fo many 
calamities either ſurrounding 
us, or hanging over our heads, 
there is nothing (ate but death. 
He that 1s taken out of ſo great 
a ſtorm, and from fo much 
confuſion 3 how can we look 
on him but as one that hath 
made an eſcape? beſides [ was 
glad to find by your Letters 
to your Friends, you ſeek tor 
in buſineſs a manly confolati- 

E on 
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on of grief: there is opened 
for you a Jarge field, you are 
among itlJuſtrious and famous 
Generals, amidſt Armies who 
drive the enemy before them, 
and ſhew to the Rhine the 
anctent boundings of Gaz! , 
thofe Gallick Arms that have 
been a long time forgor. 
ten : then when I turn my 
thoughts to all Countries , 
] find the King hath every 
where ſucceſs, and the enemy 
- only become a ſpeCator of his 
own loſſes, to ſtrike into ſo 
many armed men a reverence 
of Juſtice, of a Camp to make 
ir aCity is a great thing and 
worthy of your ſelf : Martial | 
Juriſdi&ion Cthat I may ſpeak | 
in Zacitas his words) doth not | 

ex- | 
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exerciſe the ſubtilry and cun- 


ning of civil Judicatures, but 


requires that natural Prudence, 
which the ſame Author ſo 
much commends in his Fa- 
ther-in-Law. Burt then 1n fo 
great impunity, and even 
glory, as there is now 1n 
robbing the Publick Treaſure, 
how noble is 1t to give an en- 
ſample of abſtinence. To be 
conſcious of theſe vertues, is a 
ſhield of woe age”: 1mpene- 
trable to ajl the darts of af- 
fliction. We your friends fing 
your praiſes with good OQ- 
mens, wiſhing you may be 
always like your ſelf, your Fa- 
ther, and Grandfather. Far- 
well, noble Sir. 


Paris, the Calends of 
Auguſt 1635. 
E2 
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A fourth Conſolatory Epiltle of 
Hugo Grotius, to Munſteur 
Maurier, «pou the death of | 
his eldeſt Son. 


Wluftrions Sir, } 
will uſe that liberty which | 

you have given me, 

and write to you in a language 
which | am not ſufficiently 
$Kill'd in, tho' learn'd by me | 
not ſo ill as the reſt : [ ſhould | 
excuſe my not waiting on you | 
when 1 was lately at the 
, Ftagae, but that your prudence 
* may have ſuggeſted to you 
my excule.] will not take San- 
ctuary in buſineſs, which ought | + 
not to be ſo great as to make 
us forget our duty.But when 1 

d Was 
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was told of the mourntul Fune- 
ral in your Family, I would 
not meet a green grief. For 
I know the male ot our Souls 
to be ſuch, thar of the two 
parts it coniiits of,the paſlions 
always get the (tart of our 
reaſon: I amno admirer of that 
Scho.l of philoſophy, which 
torbics us to be moved either 
with Proſperity, or Adverſi- 
ty, this O pinion firſt reproa®» 
cies nature, wiuch hath not 
only planted theſe paſſions in 
the Soul, but hath aſligned- 


. them their reſp:&1ve Scats, 


and Inſtruments tn the Body ; 
and then, as much as 1n it ifs, 
this Opinion G&tarms the Di- 
vine Providence, ang takes (it 


Fd 


we may lo ſpzal; ) from the 


great Caarjotcer of ;he World, 


1 
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both his ſpur and bridle, fince 
it ſuffers us to be ſenſible nei- 
ther of his rewarding, nor his 
correqing Hand, The Chri- 
| ſtian Philoſopher teaches us a. 
notherleſſon, we mult (faith 
he)ſorrow,and muſt give over 
ſorrowing. It is matter of 
grief to looſe our Children, 
but it is much more miſerable 
not to be able to ſet bounds 
to our grief. Mourn, becauſe 
it 1s an evil to be deprived 
of thoſe dear pledges : but 
ſoon ceaſe from mourning, be- 
cauſe he who is perfetly 
g00d, would not ſend this evi 


to you, but that he1sable out 


of it to briog iorth good. How 
thall he fight, who hath no e- 
nemy? how ſhall he overcome, 
v-ho coth not fight? and how 

ina!l 


- 
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(hall he be crown'd who doth 
not overcome ? it the great 
Preacher of the Gentzles could 
now ſpeak to you, who when 
he makes it a crime to be with- 


_ out natural affte&tion, doth 
plainly condemn the Doctrine 


of the Stoicks, yet ſaith in a- 


nother place that to be over- 


come with forrow 15 the 
manner of Heathens, not of 
Chriſtians ; he, I ſay, would 
not bid you offcr violence to 
nature, nor harden your mind 
againſt the divine ſtrokes, nei- 
ther would he fly to that mi- 
ſerable conſolation, viz. you 
muſt endure it, becauſe it is not 
in your power to alter 1t. But 
he would rather ſpeak to you 
aitcr this manner: Your own 
fleſh and bluod, your firſt born 

and 
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and of the better Sex,is taken 
from you, and of ſo much the 
greater hopes the nearer he 
was come to age: Idon't won- 
der that this gives you trouble; 
it 1s phyſick ; and no phyfick 
15 pleaſant to the taſte, and 
when by grieving, you ſhall 
have underſtood, what is ad- 
miniſtred to you, then by wiſe 
refleFion confider to what 
end it is adminiſtred. Reflect 
on thoſe ſupports of life and 
great dignities, which God 
hath formerly and of Jate 
conferrd upon you, look on 
your houſe filled with a beau- 
tiful and hopetul Oit-ſpring, 
and newly increaſed with a 
happy birth ; whilſt you thus 
abound with proſperity, God 


hath touched you 1n one part 
to 
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to try whether you are ſincere 
or humourſom in your love of 
him. It is ungrateful to grieve, 
that one is taken away, and not 
much more to rejoyce that fo 
many are preſerved with you. 
But it the enjoyment of fo ma- 
ny ſurviving Children cannot 
make you torget the loſs of 
one,remember you area Father 
but it is not like 'a Father ſo 
much to prize his own enjoys 
ment,astoenvy his Son a great 
and folid happineſs. It fome 
King ſhou!d invite any mans 
Sons to him with propoſals of 
great advantages and honours, 
the remembrance of his fons 
happineſs would without doubt 
make him very well contented 
with his abſence. Y our Son 


the King of Kings hath call'd ro 
himſelt 
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himſelf,never again to remove 
him from his preſence: What 
can be more honourable than 
to ſtand before him, who is 
Loxd of Heaven and Earth > 
who is richer than he, who 
poſſeſſes him, in whom are all 
things?To with him call'd beck 
into this low vile,poor region,a 
ſcene of vanity and milery,that 
15 barren of vertue,and abounds 
with wickedneſs, in which 
Faith Staggers and Charity 
grows cold, would be a very ill 
way of conſulting the good of 
ones Friend. Add hereto, that 


 heis not loſt, but gone before z 
_ andrejoycethat whilſt you are 


yet on Earth,you do already, 
as 1t were, in ſome part of you, 
take poſſeſſion of Heaven,and 
the ſeparation is notlong, you 


Will 


| 
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will ſhortly follow your Son 5; 
nay, you are now following 
him , ſince you have been 
mourning for him, you are got 
nearer to him. There 1s no 
doubt { noble Ambaſſadour, ) 
But that the Ambafladours of 
the great King,our Lord Jeſus, 
would (if they could ſpeak to 
you ) fay ſomewhat like this 3 
nay,when you read their wri- 
tings, they do ſay this to you, 
But if ſome Human Comfort 
may be added to ſuch divine 
ones ; Its no contemptible re- 
medy that private cares ought 


. togive place to the Publick. 


There are great affairs which 
the intereſt of your Prince, as 
well as your advantage,require 
you to undertake the manage- 


ment of, Thoſe will by de- 


grees 
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grees leflen , and afterwards 
quite take oft the ſenſe of 
your domeſtick troubles. I do } 
not, Sir, write thele things to 
you, ſuppoſing you do nor al- 
ready know them better than 
my felt, or that you cannot 
draw out for your uſe thete 
things you know 5 but be- 
cauſe it gives, ſtrength to our 
own thoughts, wheh others 
fay to us the ſame things thar, 
we think, and I was unwilling 
to omit this opportunity of 
teſtifying che great eſteem I 
have for you, Which if you 
believe,l ſhall obtain the thing 
I am moſt ambitious of. Fare- 
well. 


Rotterdam. Fane Go 
1614» 
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